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PMO Okﬂﬁys Measures to Achieve
15% Share for EV Sales in 5 Years

However, no separate comprehensive policy on electric mobility to be formulated by govt

Yogima.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) has given its go-ahead to at least a do-
zen measures proposed by a Committee of
Secretaries to help achieve a 15% share of
electric vehicles (EVs) in total vehicle sales
in the next five years.

The government will, however, not formu-
late a separate comprehensive policy on
electric mobility, as was being discussed
earlier, said officials.“This will hasten the
rollout of respective decisions,” a senior go-
vernment official told ET on condition of
anonymity.

The approved proposals include recent de-
cisions by ministries to provide incentives
to manufacturers, buyers as well as electric
mobility infrastructure creators.

The Department of Revenue had, on Janu-
ary 29, calibrated basic custom duty and go-
ods and services tax (GST) rates on EVs to
make them competitive in domestic and glo-
bal markets, as well as lowered duties on
raw material imported for manufacturing
components. The power ministry has issu-
ed guidelines for facilitating setting up of
charging stations across cities and highwa-
ys, while the housing and urban affairs mi-
nistry has notified an amendment to buil-
dingcodeand town planningrules for provi-
sioning of EV-charging stations in private
and commercial buildings.

_Since transport comes under the jurisdic-
tionof states, NITI Aayog, whichisactingas
anodal body for smooth rollout of the plan,
has written to states to consider waiver of
registration charges and road charges on
electric vehicles. This could be a precondi-
tion for states eyeing incentives under the
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hy-
brid and Electric Vehicles in India (FAME-
1I) scheme. “We are suggesting states consi-
der exempting e-vehicles from such taxes,
opting for a sunset period for exemptions or
putting a cap on e-vehicles to be exempted
from such taxes,” the official said. The go-
vernment is seized of the fact that India ne-
eds to adopt effective strategies to position
itself as a key driver in the global mobility
revolution, and this can be done only by lar-
ge-scale domestic manufacturing of elec-
tric vehicles, along with all their compo-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi had, in
September last year, assured a stable policy
regime for e-vehicles that would cut down
carbon emissions, create new job opportu-
nities and reduce use of crude oil, about
80% of the requirement of which is met
through imports.

Though never formally articulated as a po-
licy statement, India had earlier wanted to
ensure that by 2030 all new vehicles on the
country’s roads are powered by electricity.
That target has, however, been scaled down
toensure 15% share of e-vehicles in total ve-
hicle sales in the next five years.

New Delhi to Get
EV Fast-Charging
Stations by March

Nishtha.Saluja@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government is set-
ting up infrastructure for charging
electric vehicles (EVs) in some busy
areasof the Capital where cars can be
recharged for aslow as%30forals-
minute top-up. “We will set up fast-
charging stations in public parking
spaces and high-visibility areas.
When people see chargersat various
locations, it takes care of the range-
anxiety issues,” Saurabh Kumar,
managing director, Energy Efficien-

cy Services(EESL),
=" told ET.
Therange of Range-anxiety
cars goes up referstothe concern
significantly = triggered by unavai-
byincreasing lability of public
the number charging stations,
of charge thatalso questionson
cycles, says EVfeasibility.
EESLMD Al5-minutes charge
willallow arange of
22 km while it will take 90 minutes to
fully charge a vehicle.

State-run EESL plans to set up 84
such facilities by March-end at Khan
Market and Yashwant Place, among
other locations in New Delhi Munici-
pal Council area, which includes
Lutyens’ Delhi.

Users will be able to charge with a
mobile app, ElectriFi, and even book
atimeslot. In the initial phase, char-
ging stations will be equipped with
Bharat DC-001, the standard compa-
tible with EV modeis of Tata Motors
and Mahindra & Mahindra, while
there will be space and interconnec-

, tionfacility available to accommodate

European CCS and Japan's CHAdeMO
in each station.
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| commissioning likely this summer

| Residents. environmentalists worry about its proximity to apartments and lakes
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BENGALURU

After faltering over multiple
deadlines, the combined cy-
cle power plant at Yelahan-
ka, which has been in the
works for several years, may
finally see the light of the day
by April. Test operations are
expected to coincide with
the summer when the peak
load sees a sharp rise, lend-
ing to a considerable strain
on electricity supply.

Pegged to be Bengaluru’s
first own power plant, its
construction was launched
by the then Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in June 2016
and was expected to be rea-
dy by May 2018. The 370-MW
plant is coming up in place of
a defunct diesel plant at a
cost of ¥1,570 crore.

Karnataka Power Corpo-
ration Ltd. (KPCL) officials
attributed the delay in com-
pletion of the gas-based pow-
er plant to “design issues”
and the fact that it had to
dear pollution control board
morms. “We are looking at
commencing  testing  in
March-end or April, and
soemmissioning it by the end
of April,” said V. Ponnuraj,
managing director, KPCL.

Power is transmitted to
Bengaluru from thermal sta-
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diesel plant. =riLe PHOTO
tions in Ballari, Raichur, and
other parts of the country.
The Yelahanka plant is tout-
ed to be a useful resource to
manage any sudden require-
ment and peak load manage-
ment by enabling easy start
and stop of supply.

Stiff resistance

However, there has been stiff
resistance to the plant from
residents as well as environ-
mentalists. K.S. Sangunni,
chairperson of Yelahanka
Puttenahalli Lake and Bird
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Conservation Trust, said the
plant had come up on what
was formerly a green area
while the defunct diesel
plant had been left as it is.
“Usually, there is a buffer
zone for power plants ac-
cording to norms in other
countries. Here, the power
plant is barely 500 metres
from a residential apart-
ment. 1 am not against the
power plant, but let the go-
vernment follow the rules,”
he said, and added, “The
Puttenahalli bird reserve and
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Getting ready: The 370- MW power plant is coming up at Yelahanka in place of adefunct

the Yelahanka lake are close
by. Water is going to be heat-
ed to a high temperature.
Treated water has to be let
into the bird reserve and
lake. Who is going to moni-
tor this?”

Recommendations
The Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB)
had made certain recom-
mendations for the Yelahan-
ka plant.

KSPCB officials said the
board had recommended to

m Test operations expected
to coincide with summer
when the peak load sees
a sharp rise

® Work on the plant,
launched in June 2016,
was expected to be
completed by May 2018

® KSPCB has not yet given
approval for operations of
the plant Official

the KPCL that the plant
should have a “zero liquid
discharge effluent treatment
plant with RO (reverse osmo-
sis) and MEE (multiple effect
evaporation)”.

“The KSPCB has not yet gi-
ven approval for operations
of the plant,” said an official.

Mr. Ponnuraj maintained
that all recommendations
made by the pollution con-
trol board had been imple-
mented. “For instance, one
recommendation was that
the height of the chimney be
46 metres, but it is 60
metres,” he said.

About concerns of resi-
dents and environmental-
ists, he said being a gas-
based plant, pollution levels
would be “considerably low-
er” when compared with

thermal power plants. /
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Investments of Rs 2.50 lakh cr in ©
thermal projects are facing
stress. The Assocham-Grant
Thornton joint study noted that
the power sector has been one
of the highly stressed sactors in
recent times, with loan: worth
about Rs 1 lakh cr havi i3 turned
bad or been recast. “A- per the
recent estimates, arour:d 66,000
MW capacity Is facing various
degrees of financial stress with
the lenders having an exposure
of around Rs 3 lakh cr to these
assets, which is alarming, to say
the least,” noted the report. //
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Bengaluru Civic Fest
BENGALURU
"l Change My City', an
initiative of Janaagraha, in
association with the BBMP, js
organising Bengaluru Civic
Fest on February 14 between
10a.m. and 8 p.m. at
Freedom Park. According to a
release, the event will bring
together people from
different walks of life such as
school and college students,
and civic agencies such as

Bescom, BMRCL, BWSSB,
the BBMP. -







